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         WASHINGTON - Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) criticized a series of energy bills before the House that sweep the issue of climate change under the rug and took the Republican House leadership to task for barring amendments to the measures.

        Olver’s attempt to offer an amendment to address global warming to the most expansive of the bills - HR 4503, the House GOP’s energy plan in fossil fuel-related areas - was blocked from consideration by House leadership.        

        "One of the most glaring oversights of this bill is its failure to address the issue of climate change," Olver said. "These measures will do little if anything to enhance energy independence."        

        The amendment would have required the development of a National Climate Change Strategy with the long-term goal of stabilizing greenhouse gas concentrations. Also, the amendment would have established a voluntary greenhouse gas reductions registry and information system that would provide data to public and private entities to develop greenhouse gas reduction strategies. If, after five years, less that 60 percent of emissions were being reported to the registry, it would become mandatory for large greenhouse gas emitters.        

        Olver said, "Greenhouse gases are accumulating in the Earth’s atmosphere. These accumulations are substantially caused by human activities. Temperatures are rising. All of these statements have been confirmed by our U.S. National Academy of Sciences and by the work of thousands of international scientists through the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. And impacts are being observed."        

        Olver sponsored the amendment along with Congressmen Wayne T. Gilchrest, R-MD, and Chris Van Hollen, D-MD. Olver noted that the amendment is moderate and its language was passed by the Senate by voice vote and was included in the Senate passed energy bill of 2002.        

        Instead of working to pass a bipartisan energy plan, the House leadership is bringing four energy bills to the floor laden with special interest provisions, Olver said.        

        Olver added that last year 155 mayors in U.S. cities signed a statement urging federal action on the critical issue of global warming, and 26 states have already proposed or enacted global warming legislation.        

        "This is evidence that we are witnessing a grass roots revolution on global warming." Olver said.  "We need leadership at the federal level. The time to act is now.        
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